Minutes from the RVI Nurses’ League Annual Meeting 2025
Held October 4th 2025, at 14:30, in the Education Centre at the RVI

Present: 
Committee members: 
Anne Craft, Chairman
Ann Clouston, Vice Chair
Ann Mott, Treasurer 
Eileen Carew, Vice Treasurer
Helen Lamont, Magazine Editor
Maureen Rutter, Magazine Editor
Jill Greaves, Welfare Officer
Anne Smith, Committee Member 
Karen Johnston, Committee Member
Joan Watson, Membership Secretary
Diane Toop, Secretary 
Ian Joy, Chief Nurse, The Newcastle upon Tyne Hospitals
Maureen Fearns, Annual Meeting Co-ordinator 
Plus a further 68 League Members 
Apologies 
Apologies were received from: Liz Slater, Alice Bosomworth, Una Ketteridge, Brian Footit, Gladys Moody, Pat Botterill, Anne Shanklin, Aileen Nicholson. 
1/25 Welcome: 
The Chairman offered a warm welcome to those present, particularly referring to Honorary Members Doreen Kirtley, and Irene Gibson. Those from the June 1965 and October 1975 Crowds were also welcomed and congratulated on their 60th and 50th Anniversaries respectively. 
2/25 Minutes of the last Annual Meeting 
The minutes of the last Annual Meeting, held on 7th October 2024, and which were published in this year’s magazine, were accepted as a true record. 


3/25 Matters arising: 
· Confirmation of the re-election of Eileen Carew, Anne Smith and Maureen Fearns to the committee.
· The Chairman referred to her “missing gavel” following last year’s meeting, which had been relocated and was returned to her. 
4/25 Chairman’s Report 
a. The Chairman thanked the Committee for their ongoing work and support for the Nurses’ League, specifically referring to the following issues: 
i. Anne Smith was thanked for her dedicated 50 years of service to the League’s Committee, and she was presented with a plant in recognition of this. 

ii. The resignations of Diane Toop, as League Secretary, and Joan Watson as Membership Secretary and Committee Member, were recorded. Both were thanked for their significant contribution to the League. Diane commented on how things has progressed during her tenure as Secretary, moving from “Hendy’s box, of notes and A4 book, to that of an electronic membership list. 
Joan and Diane were thanked for their very significant contributions to the work of the League, and each presented with a bouquet of flowers in recognition of this. 
Work is ongoing to identify their replacements and, until these are confirmed, any queries should be notified to Anne Craft, Chairman. 
iii. Helen Lamont and Maureen Rutter were thanked for producing the 2025 League Magazine. It was suggested that a possible theme for next year’s publication could be “Christmas at the RVI”, and members were asked to send any contributions that they may have to Helen and Maureen as soon as possible. 

iv. Hugh Lamont, Helen’s husband, was thanked again for making a significant contribution to the Magazine’s production. A bottle of gin was presented for him in recognition of the work he has undertaken. 

v. An RVI Scarf had been donated to the League, by Joan Watson, and this was auctioned by Ann Clouston, and £30 raised for League funds. 
b. Ian Joy and his Secretary Diane Cree, were thanked for their assistance, and organisational support. 


c. The sad deaths of a number of League Members were reported, and are listed below: 
Jean Dugmore	at the end of 2024
Sybil Brown		On 6.2.25 
Judy Wilson		In 2025 
June Davison		On 7.4.25
Pam Hodson		On 9.5.25 
Sheilah Riley		On 7.6.25 
Marie Malcolm, Pam Bookless, and Joan Tulip were also reported to have passed away. 
d. It was noted that a photograph album belonging to Sheilah Riley, and including many photographs of the RVI and many of its staff, was available to the meeting if anyone would like to see it. 
e. The Chairman also provided an update on the status of a number of Honorary Members, noting the recent hospitalisation, and subsequent house moves of Joan Miller, Marjorie Heads, and Xenia Webster 
Rita Watkins had also been visited by Joan Watson 
5/25 Secretary’s Report (Diane Toop)
After Diane’s resignation as Secretary, and in the ongoing absence of a League Secretary, it was reported that the electronic membership list is being held by Helen Lamont and her husband, who are responsible for mailing out the Magazines. This is shared with Ann Mott, who requires access as the Committee’s Treasurer. 
Other secretarial responsibilities will be undertaken by Anne Craft, with Helen Lamont and Maureen Rutter supporting with the production of minutes. 
6/25 Treasurer’s Report (Ann Mott) 
The Adoption of the 2024 Financial Statement, as published in the Magazine, was supported. Ann Mott noted the reduction in funds since last year, which is attributed to fewer donations and increasing catering costs. 
It was confirmed that Colin Chater has again provided independent scrutiny of the League’s Financial Report, and it was agreed that he should continue as financial scrutineer. 


7/25 Membership Secretary’s Report (Joan Watson) 
Joan Watson advised the meeting that this would be her final report as Membership Secretary and Committee member. 
Joan confirmed that the membership currently stands at 215, and that 13 members were currently due to renew their membership, and a number of these were “in process”. It was also confirmed that a new member had joined on the day of the Annual Meeting, and that there were two guests present. 
Joan noted her sadness at the declining numbers of members, referring to the fact that many of the friendships made during Nurse Training are lifelong and sustained through the Nurses’ League.
Joan asked the meeting if anyone was aware of Minnie Hodgett’s current residence, as her magazine was returned this year. She also reported that Gladys Moody has become an Honorary Member this year. 
Joan also thanked the League for their support and wished her successor (to be identified) every success. 
8/25 Magazine Editors’ Report 
Helen Lamont and Maureen Rutter thanked members for their contributions and feedback on the Magazine. A couple of themes for next year have been suggested. The first being that of Christmas at the RVI, as referred to by the Chairman, and contributions are requested. Helen also noted that at the time the next Magazine is due for circulation will coincide with the 120th Anniversary of the Opening of the RVI, and that this too will be featured in the Magazine. Again, any contributions are welcomed. 
9/25 Election of Executive Committee Members
The Chairman reported that Ann Mott was due for re-election to the Committee, and this was agreed. 
The Chairman also reported that, because of the recent resignations, that there was a vacancy on the Committee, which meets twice per year, plus the Annual Meeting, and a volunteer was invited. Blanche Turner offered to join the Committee, and this was agreed. 
The Chairman noted that there are still copies of her book about the Matrons of the Infirmary available and these can be purchased for £5 each. 
10/25 Introduction and welcome of Guest Speaker: 
Anne Clouston introduced Dr Rachel Hawes OBE, RVI Consultant Anaesthetist, who provided an excellent presentation on “Pre Hospital Emergency Care”. 
Anne described Rachel as “superwoman” in light of her work as mother to two children, a member of the Military Reserve, an RVI Consultant, and an active member of the Air Ambulance Service. 
Rachel provided an insight into her involvement with the service and how the need was identified. She referred to the NCEPOD Report of 2006 (Trauma Who Cares?) the Darzi Report, and the 2012 changes in trauma management, with the establishment of Major Trauma Centres, with 24/7 Consultant Cover being provided. She also highlighted that Pre-hospital Emergency Medicine had been recognised as a defined specialism by the GMC in 2011, with Specialist Training from 2014. 
She described that the NE Air Ambulance covers the North East of England, Cumbria and the Isle of Man, and that they are often required to support the Scottish and North West services. The variation in service standards were noted, as the services are generally charity funded. 
The service provides 24/7 services, with helicopters used during the daylight hours, and cars used overnight. She also highlighted many challenges including dark, rain and windy conditions. 
“Blood on Board” was introduced in 2011. Following her deployment with the Army in Afghanistan, Rachel recognised that repetition brought improvement, and returning home made her realise the service variations across departments. She described the partnership working with the Blood Bikes and labs to establish the transfer and storage of blood to ensure that expiry dates, and “cold chain”, could be maintained. In 2022 the service celebrated the administration of 500 transfusions and thy believe that this has contributed to a significant improvement in survival rates. 
The service has a strong culture of continued audit and learning, and research is on-going. 
11/25 Vote of thanks: 
Eileen Carew offered a vote of thanks to Rachel for an excellent and inspiring presentation. She also introduced a League member, whose husband’s life had been saved by the Air Ambulance Service, which was a timely and poignant reminder of the excellent work done by the service. The Nurses’ League made a donation of £100 to the service.
12/25 Any other business 
There were no items of additional business
13/25 Date & time of next Annual meeting:
Saturday 3rd October 2026 at 14.30 

